
  

    

A message from our Lay PastorA message from our Lay PastorA message from our Lay PastorA message from our Lay Pastor    

    

Thank you for the confidence you have shown in appointing me to become Lay Pastor for 

Baildon. I shall preach at Baildon each month. I will be visible and available before and 

after other services too. When I am in the Church or Wesleys I shall wear a badge, so that 

people will know that they can talk to me about anything. I hope to support everyone who 

is at present working in the church and to encourage new people to take up 

responsibilities. 

· The Baildon Leadership Team will still take week by week decisions about the running of 

the Church; 

· The Team of Pastoral Visitors will still arrange oversight of members; 

· The Ministerial Team will still have spiritual oversight of the church and take funerals 

and weddings; 

· The Stewards will still organise services. 

We have all had to think again about our church now that we have no designated 

minister. I hope that I will be able to bring some joy and affirmation with me to raise our 

sights, our spirits and our profile in Baildon so that we can become even more a force for 

good in our community. 

I hope to visit each group which meets on our premises during the year and will 

particularly focus on encouraging young families and young people. 

I shall be a member of the team that supports Lynn Yarde and I will continue my work as 

Eco Officer for the Church. 

I hope that my work will result in a stronger, more confident church that visitors, 

teenagers, and young families find welcoming and attractive. 

If you have any concerns about the Church, or about your place in it, or what you can 

offer to it, please talk to me. 

Dr Mervyn Flecknoe Lay Pastor for Baildon Methodist ChurchLay Pastor for Baildon Methodist ChurchLay Pastor for Baildon Methodist ChurchLay Pastor for Baildon Methodist Church 

16 Plantation Way, Baildon, Shipley, West Yorkshire. BD17 6JQ 

www.baildonmethodists.org 

    

Minister’s letterMinister’s letterMinister’s letterMinister’s letter    

    

Dear Friends 

 

What do you first think of about April?  For some I suspect it will be April Showers, because we 
do have a fascination with the weather.  For others, it would be April Fools, delighting in the 
opportunity we have to be silly, to laugh and to have just a little bit of fun. 

 

For me it is both these things, and one more.  I remember nearly every other year the church 
choir singing “All in the April Evening” as an anthem in morning worship.  I was always 
intrigued as to why we sang about the evening in the morning.  Yet in this anthem there is 
always that linking of the new-ness of Spring Lambs, with the apparent fun they have in 
chasing each other, linked in with a more meditative pondering upon the Lamb of God. 

 

Still I find in this piece something quite profound about the nature of spring, the life that little 
lambs enjoy and the refreshing nature of the April showers.  Of course, I can see these things 
too in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The New Life that he offers to us, because he has 
defeated death.   The burst of energy that brings so many things to birth, but being only 
possible through the pain of Good Friday and the seemingly never-ending day before Easter 
morn. 

 

We might be seen as fools following Jesus, we might have different priorities and differing 
perspectives to what the rest of the world might consider normal.  But In April somehow we 
combine the sense of foolishness, life and refreshing showers as being part of how we live.  
How we live in the glorious hope that the resurrection of Jesus brings to us. 

 

And before I start sounding like being full of the joys of spring, I return to the anthem, and find 
that amongst all of this I need to take the time to ponder, to think upon The Lamb of God.  In 
the music, this phrase is so often quieter, more stilling than the others, and it reminds me that 
there is a need to simply be still and know who is God.  To be still and listen in His presence.  
To be still and allow that wonderful sense of awe and wonder of all that God has done, and is 
doing, not just in my life but across all the churches of our circuit, country and world.  And 
guess what, it leads me into song, songs of praise and songs of gladness to our God who wants 
us to enjoy all these things. 

 

May you all find delight in God this April. 

Every Blessing 

Ian 



  

Volunteer ‘Drop In’ Session Volunteer ‘Drop In’ Session Volunteer ‘Drop In’ Session Volunteer ‘Drop In’ Session ––––    Thursday 18th April 7.30Thursday 18th April 7.30Thursday 18th April 7.30Thursday 18th April 7.30----8.30pm,8.30pm,8.30pm,8.30pm,    

Baildon Community Link, Cliffe Ave, Baildon, BD17 6NX.Baildon Community Link, Cliffe Ave, Baildon, BD17 6NX.Baildon Community Link, Cliffe Ave, Baildon, BD17 6NX.Baildon Community Link, Cliffe Ave, Baildon, BD17 6NX.    

Please help Scouting and Guiding make a difference to the young people in our community. 

As a volunteer you will learn new skills, be part of a team and most importantly have fun. It’s 

not all abseiling, canoeing and fire lighting, there are also roles such as secretary, 

chairperson and Group Scout Leader. Volunteering is flexible and can be tailored to the time 

and skills you have to offer. Pop in to this informal 'drop in' to find out more or speak to 

Rachel James or Elaine Ferrie. 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND: SATURDAY 11/ SUNDAY 12 MAY. ALL WELCOME. CHURCH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND: SATURDAY 11/ SUNDAY 12 MAY. ALL WELCOME. CHURCH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND: SATURDAY 11/ SUNDAY 12 MAY. ALL WELCOME. CHURCH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND: SATURDAY 11/ SUNDAY 12 MAY. ALL WELCOME. 

Please book these dates in your diary, and we hope you will all want to take part.Please book these dates in your diary, and we hope you will all want to take part.Please book these dates in your diary, and we hope you will all want to take part.Please book these dates in your diary, and we hope you will all want to take part. 

Saturday 11 May.Saturday 11 May.Saturday 11 May.Saturday 11 May.        

You are welcome to come to all the activities or just pick and choose. BUT PLEASE You are welcome to come to all the activities or just pick and choose. BUT PLEASE You are welcome to come to all the activities or just pick and choose. BUT PLEASE You are welcome to come to all the activities or just pick and choose. BUT PLEASE 

SIGN UP ON THE LISTS ON WESLEY’S NOTICEBOARD TO LET US KNOW HOW MANY SIGN UP ON THE LISTS ON WESLEY’S NOTICEBOARD TO LET US KNOW HOW MANY SIGN UP ON THE LISTS ON WESLEY’S NOTICEBOARD TO LET US KNOW HOW MANY SIGN UP ON THE LISTS ON WESLEY’S NOTICEBOARD TO LET US KNOW HOW MANY 

PEOPLE TO EXPECT. There are no tickets needed for any of these activities but we PEOPLE TO EXPECT. There are no tickets needed for any of these activities but we PEOPLE TO EXPECT. There are no tickets needed for any of these activities but we PEOPLE TO EXPECT. There are no tickets needed for any of these activities but we 

invite donations to cover costs and all surplus will go the BIG Fund.invite donations to cover costs and all surplus will go the BIG Fund.invite donations to cover costs and all surplus will go the BIG Fund.invite donations to cover costs and all surplus will go the BIG Fund. 

4.00p.m. Treasure Hunt4.00p.m. Treasure Hunt4.00p.m. Treasure Hunt4.00p.m. Treasure Hunt (in teams / on foot) around the centre of Baildon Village. Meet at 

Wesleys at 3.45p.m. Children must be accompanied by an adult. (Sign up in advance or just 

turn up at the appointed hour). 

5.30p.m. Wesley’s Anniversary Tea.5.30p.m. Wesley’s Anniversary Tea.5.30p.m. Wesley’s Anniversary Tea.5.30p.m. Wesley’s Anniversary Tea. No tickets – but please sign up, so we know how many 

people to cater for. Donations to cover the costs please, and any surplus will go to The BIG 

Fund. 

6.30p.m. 6.30p.m. 6.30p.m. 6.30p.m. ––––    8.30p.m. “Baildon’s Got Talent, and Games Evening”.8.30p.m. “Baildon’s Got Talent, and Games Evening”.8.30p.m. “Baildon’s Got Talent, and Games Evening”.8.30p.m. “Baildon’s Got Talent, and Games Evening”. Can you offer an item of 

entertainment???? (No false modesty please). Please sign up on the list on Wesley’s 

noticeboard. All sorts of talents welcomed – musical, gymnastic, dance, magic, poems, 

sketches, drama, ………………………….. Our maestro of family games, John Binks, will also be 

providing some games. 

Sunday 12 May.Sunday 12 May.Sunday 12 May.Sunday 12 May. 

10.00a.m. Family Church Anniversary service led by Rev Derek Hoe.10.00a.m. Family Church Anniversary service led by Rev Derek Hoe.10.00a.m. Family Church Anniversary service led by Rev Derek Hoe.10.00a.m. Family Church Anniversary service led by Rev Derek Hoe. 

COULD YOU GIVE 30 MINUTES ONCE A MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING?COULD YOU GIVE 30 MINUTES ONCE A MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING?COULD YOU GIVE 30 MINUTES ONCE A MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING?COULD YOU GIVE 30 MINUTES ONCE A MONTH ON SUNDAY MORNING?    

We need at least four people to make up the welcoming steward rota for the next year, 

beginning May 1st. 

The duty comes up once per month: 9.30 - 10.00, and involves either greeting attendees in 

Wesley's or handing out Pews News in Church and taking up the offering. 

This is a very important part of our mission. For further details please see Keith Hirst  or call 

him on (01274 591454. 

Supper ClubSupper ClubSupper ClubSupper Club    

The next Men's and Ladies Supper Clubs are on Friday 12th April (7.30 pm) when the guest 

speaker is David Alred and his subject is "The Canadian Rockies." 

As usual there will be separate meals, with everyone then joining together to hear the 

Speaker 

We again hope for a healthy attendance, so please do consider adding your names to the 

Lists in Wesley's (by 10th April). 

Everyone, of whatever age, will be most welcome. 

Carpet CleaningCarpet CleaningCarpet CleaningCarpet Cleaning    

Do you want/need a carpet cleaning?    Val Gilman will use the Church Kirby Shampoo 

System to clean your carpet.  Reputable companies charge £20 for a 4x5 carpet.  The Kirby 

Shampoo System is as good, if not better, using Dry Foam Concentrate, and it also resists  

re-soiling. 

Contact Val on 01274 594592—please leave your name and number  

so you r call can be returned.                                                                                                                       

ALL, TOGETHERALL, TOGETHERALL, TOGETHERALL, TOGETHER: a special service for special people in the North Bradford Circuit 

On Sunday April 14 an 'All, Together' service will be held at Northcliffe Church 1500-1700. 
This is an interesting, important service which embraces the whole community, young and 
old, those with Special Educational Needs and those without. Drama, singing, art and food 
are all combined to make a fun, inclusive service. You take some food with you to share for 
tea. If you would like to know more, please contact me.  

John Anderson 01274 590525 

April 11April 11April 11April 11thththth        at  7.30pm in Room 2at  7.30pm in Room 2at  7.30pm in Room 2at  7.30pm in Room 2    

The second of a series of meetings on the marks of a healthy church. 

2. A healthy church has an outward2. A healthy church has an outward2. A healthy church has an outward2. A healthy church has an outward----looking focuslooking focuslooking focuslooking focus    

HOW OUTWARD LOOKING ARE WE? 

A healthy church considers its local community, while working for world peace, serving 
every day, as led by the Lord. 

How well are we doing? 

What needs to change? 

Come and share your thoughts and learn from the Bible, on Thursday 11th April in Room 2. 

 Note     Note     Note     Note     Some of these items are repeated from last week as they were accidentally  

subject to changed format at the printing stage. 


