
Volunteer Needed!Volunteer Needed!Volunteer Needed!Volunteer Needed! 
One of our select group of fundraisers has had to withdraw from the group. We are 
therefore seeking a replacement. The essential skill is to be able to think outside of the 
box and be able to write coherent prose in funding applications. 
Our next meeting, with a fundraising expert, is at 10 o’clock in the morning of Thursday, 
28th February, after which we begin filling in applications in earnest. With a million or so 
pounds to raise, we need to be going for both large and small grants. The work will last 
perhaps two years. 
You don’t have to be a church member, just a user of some of the services we provide 
here. You may know someone who would like to be needed and appreciated for their 
skills whom you could recommend. Perhaps fundraising is something you have done 
before; perhaps it is something you have always fancied trying; perhaps you have never 
considered it before. Get in touch! 
Mervyn Flecknoe, convenor of the Funding Application Group 

Gifts for Others [GiFO] for JanuaryGifts for Others [GiFO] for JanuaryGifts for Others [GiFO] for JanuaryGifts for Others [GiFO] for January    

Last month £100 was raised for the 
Fund for Presbyters & Deacons with 
some donations attracting gift aid 
which is to be collected in addition.  
Many thanks to all who gave for this 
good cause.                                                                    

After the triumphant success of Riding Lights co-production of the 
York Mystery Plays, last summer, which received star studded 
reviews in many national newspapers director Paul Burbridge is 
recreating one of the company’s most acclaimed shows –   
 A Different Drum – for Spring 2013.  
 

Monday 15th April 2013 at Baildon Methodist Church  7:30pm 
Price £10   More details on our website 

Baildon Methodist Church Baildon Methodist Church Baildon Methodist Church Baildon Methodist Church presents Tots to Tens Disco Tots to Tens Disco Tots to Tens Disco Tots to Tens Disco     
Sunday March 3rd 4:00-6:00pm 

Dancing, games and competitions  for children from tots to tens. 
Wesleys café serving hot dogs, pork & apple sandwiches, cake & drinks. 

All children must be accompanied by an adult.  
All proceeds in aid of the BIG Fund and Brownies 

More Church Reports and AdvertsMore Church Reports and AdvertsMore Church Reports and AdvertsMore Church Reports and Adverts    
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get. 
 

Miss Charlene Mason sang  “I will not pass this way again”, giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation. 
 

Ladies, don’t forget the Rummage Sale.  It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house..  Bring your husbands. 
 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married in the Church on 24th October.  So ends a 
friendship which began in their school days. 

One SoundOne SoundOne SoundOne Sound————UK’s leading Christian Youth 
Ensemble.  Sacred classics, Modern worship, 

Contemporary hits 
Saturday March 16th, Christchurch, Ilkley 

 
7:30—9:30pm  £10 concessions £5 

 

www.onesound.org.uk 



Dear Friends,  

 

Here we are Here we are Here we are Here we are once again journeying through LentLentLentLent towards Holy Week and Easter.   Forty 

days from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day (the maths works when you don’t count the 

Sundays), traditionally associated with penance, discipline and repentance, with giving 

things up.    Forty days mirroring the ancient people of Israel’s four decades in the 

wilderness, reflecting the forty days the Gospel writers tell us Jesus spent in the desert 

being tempted by the devil. 

 

If you have (or did) give something up for Lent I wonder how you’re doing?  Are you 

finding it easy, or really difficult?  Does that reflect your spiritual endeavourspiritual endeavourspiritual endeavourspiritual endeavour, or the 

height you set the bar?!   My niece giving up carrots (her least favourite vegetable) was 

always going to be a doddle. 

 

Wherever you are in the ‘giving-things-up-stakes’, can I offer a slightly different slant on 

things.  The people of Israel crossing the wildernesswildernesswildernesswilderness, following (or failing to follow) 

Moses’ lead, were making a journey of identity.  They were discovering who they were, and 

down to the present day the Jewish people still recognise in that exodus their formation 

and shaping.   Jesus, inspired by the Spirit, went out into the desert, in response to his 

baptism, his naming as God’s Son, and spent time working out what it meant to be that 

Son.   In refusing the temptations to do things in a certain way, he is accepting God’s way, 

with all that will mean in servanthoodservanthoodservanthoodservanthood and sacrifice. 

 

So in our Lenten journey, whether or not we have given something up, are not doing 

something, let’s think about what we are doing, and what it says about who we are. What 

are we doing with the money we’re not spending on chocolate (or carrots), how are we 

using the time, what does our behaviourbehaviourbehaviourbehaviour say about who we are?   Are we giving something 

extra to God, whether in reading the Bible, helping our neighbours, or working for a fairer 

world. 

 

You’ll have heard by now the joke about Benedict XVI winning the contest to see who can 

give up most for Lent.   Perhaps the prayerful decision made by the leader of the Roman 

Catholic Church to make way for someone better able to meet the physical challenges challenges challenges challenges of 

the role is a gracious example to all of us.   The question is not what I want to do, but what 

God is asking of me. 

 

Yours, 

Nick 

 


