
BAILDON METHODIST CHURCH. 

OUR TEN-YEAR STRATEGY FOR IMPROVING OUR CHURCH BUILDINGS. 

EXCITING PLANS WHICH WE HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT,  
PLUS A PROGRESS REPORT 

 
Many of you will have read the full report of the 10-year strategy to Improve our Church 
Premises, which has recently been adopted by the Church Council. Maintaining our church 
buildings is a key part of Building our Church’s Future. There is (always has been and will always 
be) a need to attract younger, committed, energetic people who can maintain and continue the 
momentum of our church life in Christian faith, worship, discipleship and outreach in the coming 
years and decades. One way in which we can begin to do this is by keeping our buildings in good 
condition, environmentally sustainable and appropriate for the future. 
 

To read the full report, see the Baildon Methodist Church www.baildonmethodists.org/10yr-

building-strategy  or find the full report on the notice board in Wesley’s café area. 

 

Here is a summary of our plans: 

1. Top Priorities for improvements: 

A). Wesleys 

Wesleys Café area should be refurbished and extended to provide for all age groups in an 
intergenerational atmosphere. 

B). The Marley Hut 

The Marley Hut is not ideal both in terms of efficiency, storage, or environmental standards.  The 
Property Committee has been asked to enter into formal discussions with the Baildon Pre-School 
as key partners, and with other user groups, to develop a plan for a replacement building on this 
site. 

2. Meanwhile: there is the potential for some “quick wins” 

C). Energy systems  

The Property Committee is commissioned by the Church Council to seek professional advice about 
the alternative heating and energy systems for the Church building and Wesleys.  

D). Room One 

The Property Committee should make arrangements, within the coming year, to improve the 
lighting and décor of Room One and replace the floor covering, both to facilitate its use by church 
groups, and also to encourage lettings.  

3. Longer term proposals: 

E). Quiet Room and Newton Way entrance  

The Quiet Room needs to receive major refurbishment within the next seven years to provide 
soundproofing and storage, and to facilitate its use as a vestry and prayer room. This may also be 
an opportunity to improve the access to the Church premises from Newton Way. 

F). The Church (Sanctuary) 

No major structural changes are recommended at the present time for the church (sanctuary).  
But we should seek to identify funds within ten years to improve insulation systems and windows, 
and to update the décor and technology. 



PROGRESS UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 2011. 
 
*  The “Church Building Improvement Fund” has been set up.  John Sykes, our Church 
Treasurer will be pleased to hear from you if you feel able to make a contribution. 
 

*  A Fund-Raising Strategy Group is being convened to co-ordinate our fund-raising and look 
for opportunities to apply for grants from external bodies. 

*  Solar panels will be put on to the Church roof in the near future.  Donations have 
already been received for more than half to cost of this.  These solar panels will reduce our church 
electricity costs for many years to come, and will reduce our carbon-footprint. 

*  Room 1 has been cleared and will be redecorated by volunteers in January 2012. 
 
*  The Property Committee is taking the lead with the implementation of the Building 
Improvement recommendations – so watch this space for further exciting developments. 
 
* Forty chairs in the Church are about to be refurbished, thanks to donations from 
members. 
 
We need everyone to be involved and committed to our Church Building Improvement 

plans.  By working together, we believe we can enhance our premises so that we continue to 
provide an appropriate witness in the second decade of the 21st century to our Christian faith and 
the love of God, expressing our welcome and outreach to the wider community, and achieving 
higher levels of environmental sustainability. 
 
Chris Flecknoe, Chair of the Future Building Group and convenor of the Fund-Raising Strategy 

Group. December 2011. 


