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Futbuild110911 

 

SUBMISSION FOR FUTURE BUILDING GROUP 

MEETING ON 11.09.11 

 

‘The principles as well as the practices of Christianity are simple, and 

lead not to meditation only, but to action’ 
William Wilberforce 1759-1833 

 

1 While the Group should not recommend to the Church Council detailed 

building plans, it should, I think, recommend principles of action for any 

remodelling of our buildings.  I would like the following ten principles 

considered: 

1.1 A holy worship space must be the centre of our developments   

1.2 The reduction of energy used and CO2 emitted must be paramount. 

1.3 A bigger café and social space is needed. 

1.4 Flat roofs should be removed 

1.5 A great deal more storage should be built in 

1.6 There should be no new inside-outside areas. 

1.7 Low maintenance flooring should be installed 

1.8 All our users should be consulted in any remodelling 

1.9 The Marley hut must go  

1.10 A joint project with the Moravians would be ideal    

 

 

2 Notes on the above  

2.1 Ref 1.1 the worship space has to be spacious, warm, and have a high – 

preferably pointy! – ceiling. Its floor should be lowered to that of Wesley’s 

to remove the dreaded ramp. It should have worship focus, a sanctuary.  

2.2 Ref 1.2 our present worship space is 120 years old. It and any new 

building must be massively insulated.  

2.2.1  By the end of the next 120 years gas will not be a viable means of 

heating.  So the building must be totally electrically heated and run:  

renewable – but expensive – electricity will be available; the 

worship space should therefore be heated by a ground source heat 

pump, which is driven by electricity. Photovoltaic Panels should be 

on the worship space roof to generate electricity   and income. 

2.2.2 The Wesley’s buildings boiler will soon wear out [as will that of 

the worship space itself]; massive insulation, a heat exchanger from 

the kitchen, and strategically placed air source heat pumps are 

perhaps the best answer. 

2.2.3 We need to reduce the amount of air that has to be heated.  Thus 

the splitting of the church horizontally with a large and pointy 

worship space upstairs is the best option: the Baildon Preschool 

would be delighted to have much bigger area downstairs [for their 

use and ours], with contiguous outside play space on the present 

church gardens. The upper floor would need a gracious stair way, 

as at Christ Church Ilkley  and Buckingham Palace; a chair lift with 
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a platform, as at the National Media Museum, should be installed 

for wheelchairs, coffins etc, [not a lift].    

2.3 Ref 1.3 Wesleys café roof has always leaked; so have all the flat roofs that 

I have known. Trespassers  can, and do, walk on it. The maintenance cost 

of such roofs  is huge. Wesley’s should have a slightly pitched roof with 

sun tubes inserted, not a glass excrescence  – which may well also leak and 

will  lose heat.  

2.4 Ref 1.4 the drama group, the present uniformed organisations and our 

hoped-for Scout group all need considerably more storage than at present.  

Storing the Guides kit in the boiler house is not ideal.  Reopening the 

cellars under the patio outside  the kitchen should be investigated.  They 

would provide a lot of storage space and be easy to access: most storage 

should be on the ground floor preferably with access from the outside. 

2.5 Ref 1.5 Wesleys café is too dark, too crowded   and too noisy. A glazed 

separate space for children  would be ideal 

2.6 Ref 1.6. Any new inside–outside area would need heating at times; patio 

heaters are one of the worst forms of energy wastage; moreover the area 

would be used by wandering teenagers and the caretakers life could 

become intolerable.  If we have enough storage we could have few mobile 

picnic   benches and parasols put out on the patio. 

2.7  Ref 1.7 Carpets in Wesley’s and the worship space have had to be 

replaced several times, costing many thousands of pounds. The carpet in 

the church smells of sweat.  That in Wesley's   is badly stained.  In these 

areas a quiet floor covering is needed that  will not often need replacing.  

Small rooms could continue to be carpeted.  

2.8 Ref 1.8.  All users will have ideas about what they would like.  We need 

them to buy into our changes; indeed we need them to pay in as well! For a 

community building we need community fund raising. The key user is of 

course Baildon Preschool.  They should support our changes since they 

need more space; moreover they could be a leading fundraiser.  Perhaps 

they could be consulted   before September 11 to see which, ideally, they 

would prefer between a new much bigger space below the proposed new 

worship space or rebuilt Marley Hut [which MUST be renamed for any 

new building].   I think that  a vote should be taken at the Future Building 

Group meeting unless unanimity can be reached.  Should the vote be in 

favour of rebuilding the renamed Morley Hut [I will try to think of a 

name!] then I would of course support such a development with 

enthusiasm; I see many points in its favour.    

 

I am very sad to miss what should be a convivial and decisive meeting. I have found 

our deliberations inspirational.  Thank you.  

 

John Anderson  

 


